
A Client Story:  LaVera Anom

2008

LaVera Anom remembers when she first noticed the small cut 

on her leg: “How did that happen?” she wondered aloud to 

her husband. She didn’t think he heard the question—until 

that night, when he unexpectedly laid out a separate bath 

towel for her. They had always shared one before. 

In the five years since LaVera had become HIV-positive, she 

and her husband had rarely spoken about the disease. But 

now, she decided, “it was time for us both to get educated.”

“I can’t eliminate the fear of HIV in the outside world,”  

she remembers thinking. “But I will not let it overtake  me 
in my own home.” 
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Client Services at APLA

At APLA, our direct client services reach those hardest hit by HIV/AIDS in  
Los Angeles  County. Whether it’s free groceries from our network of food pantries, 
first-rate dental care at our clinics and mobile dental van or mental health counseling 
from our compassionate professional therapists, APLA provides the building 
blocks for healthy living to nearly 10,000 people each year. We’re here to help. 

Client Services

March: APLA launched a Women’s Committee, 
an advisory group of women clients and staff 
who gather monthly to discuss enhancements 
to APLA programs and services for women. 
The committee’s inaugural event, a women’s 
networking luncheon, featured a cooking 
demonstration by APLA nutrition staff, using 
ingredients available at APLA’s Necessities of 
Life Program food pantries. 

May: APLA’s Treatment Education Department 
expanded its services to help clients navigate 
the increasingly complex range of available 
HIV treatment options. The department added 
two new treatment educators to its staff and 
expanded its client caseload. The Treatment Ed-
ucation Department provides a broad range of 
HIV treatment seminars for clients, staff, other 
service providers and the general public. 

August: APLA expanded its services in the 
Antelope Valley, becoming the area’s primary 
provider of dental care, free groceries, case 
management services and treatment educa-
tion for people living with HIV/AIDS. The High 
Desert region has the county's highest rates of 
infection from injection drug use and hetero-
sexual contact. 

September: APLA began construction of its 
newest facility, the S. Mark Taper Foundation 
Center, a dental clinic and free food pantry in 
South Los Angeles for low-income people liv-
ing with HIV/AIDS. Funded by a gift from the 
S. Mark Taper Foundation, the site, located on 
the campus of Martin Luther King Jr. – Harbor 
Hospital, expands both the capacity and qual-
ity of health care services in a historically un-
derserved region. 

Highlights
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January: A new group of men completed RISE—a pilot HIV 
prevention program designed for African American gay men. 
Through a series of workshops, participants learned strate-
gies to build self-esteem, fight stigma and take HIV preven-
tion strategies back to their communities. In L.A., studies 
show one in three gay black men may be HIV-positive. 

February: APLA’s Red Circle Project—the only HIV preven-
tion program for Native American/Alaskan Natives in L.A. 
County—expanded its focus to include women at sexual risk, 
injection drug users and transgender populations. Native 
Americans have the third highest rates of HIV/AIDS diagnosis 
in the U.S., behind only African Americans and Latinos. 

Throughout 2008: Attendance spiked at APLA’s bilingual 
Crystal Methamphetamine support groups for both crystal 
users and their friends and families. Group members learned 
strategies to reduce or eliminate their crystal use or to reach 
out to a loved one who uses. Gay men who have recently 
used crystal meth are five times more likely to test positive 
for HIV. 

Highlights

Acción Mutua (Training, technical assistance and capacity-building  
for HIV prevention programs serving Latino/as)

African American Gay Men’s Health Initiative
Community-Based Research

Crystal Methamphetamine Program
Mpowerment (HIV prevention for youth) 

APLA Publications (including IMPACTO! Transnacional,  
Corpus, and To Be Left With the Body) 

 Red Circle Project (HIV prevention for Native American/Alaskan Natives)

 Sexual Health Xchange (A nationwide partnership to organize  
and advocate for the sexual health needs of gay men)

Education, Training  
and Research  at APLA:

That’s when the 35-year-old 
mother of two first came to 
APLA—but not as a client. 
Instead, she signed up as  
a volunteer. 

A certified drug rehabilitation counselor by trade (her 
troubled upbringing by addicted parents inspired 
her work), she soon began to work with APLA cli-
ents as a case management intern. She helped them 
navigate often daunting medical and social service 
systems and connected them to APLA resources to 
secure food, safe housing and dental care. 
But LaVera was quietly fighting her own battle.  
Recently laid off from her full-time counseling job, 
her family relied solely on her husband’s income. 
Mounting medical bills and grocery costs left her on 
the verge of homelessness. 
“It was time to start confronting my own struggle,” 
she says. “I knew from experience that APLA was 
the best place to go.” 
LaVera registered as an APLA client and met with 
a case manager of her own, who helped her find 

stable housing and learn how best to manage her 
HIV. A former dental assistant, LaVera knew “how 
important regular dental visits are, especially for 
people with HIV,” she says. “But I had no insurance 
and couldn’t even afford a basic exam.” Through 
APLA Dental Services, she began receiving regular 
care at no cost. 
And she brought her husband to APLA for an HIV 101 
class, where together they learned about her disease: 
how it’s transmitted, how it’s controlled, “and maybe 
most importantly,” she says, “how to talk about it.” 
“That class was a turning point for him,” she remem-
bers. “It was the first time that he really opened up 
about my HIV to anyone—even me.” Since the class, 
he’s begun seeking support from friends and family: 
“He’s not ashamed anymore to ask for help.” 
This fall, LaVera will begin graduate work in mar-
riage and family therapy—something that “just 
wouldn’t have been possible without the structure 
and support I got at APLA.” And in just a few weeks, 
her internship will end. 
“I’ve learned so much here,” she says. “I’ve asked 
the questions, and I’ve answered them.” 

	 HIV prevention is not one- 
size-fits-all. Messages must resonate for communities in peril. At APLA, we focus our prevention 
efforts on people who are at highest risk: gay and bisexual men; communities struggling with 
poverty or addiction; and men and women of color. We reach more than 600,000 people each 
year—and every person matters.

Prevention Education

—�APLA client Juan Carlos Alvarez, a participant in Party   
Wise, APLA’s weekly crystal meth support group.

apla Client:   
Juan Carlos Alvarez
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April: APLA clients and staff traveled to Washington, D.C.  
for AIDSWatch, an annual opportunity for advocates to edu-
cate legislators on the most pressing HIV/AIDS policy issues. 
Following a daylong advocacy training, APLA clients ad-
dressed the California contingent to share their stories with 
policy leaders and to advocate for an increased focus on the 
domestic AIDS epidemic.  

July: President Bush signed into law the renewal of the 
President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR), the 
U.S. response to the global AIDS epidemic. The reauthori-
zation includes historic measures–spearheaded by APLA– 
to provide HIV prevention services targeting men who have 
sex with men (MSM). Previously, PEPFAR did not address 

MSM–despite evidence showing that they are on average 19 
times more likely to be infected with HIV than the general 
population in low- and middle-income countries worldwide. 

October: APLA partnered with Physicians for Human Rights 
and the UCLA Program in Global Health to host “Politics and 
Realities of Global and Local AIDS,” a town hall meeting to 
discuss the state of efforts to combat the AIDS pandemic  
internationally and here in the U.S. Panelists, including  
Congressman Howard Berman (CA-28), Chairman of the House 
Foreign Relations Committee, discussed the reauthorization 
of PEPFAR and called for a national AIDS strategy to fight 
the domestic epidemic, amid reports that more people than 
ever before are now living with HIV/AIDS in the U.S. 

Highlights

May: APLA joined forces with Central American AIDS advocates to host a first-ever regional exchange to raise awareness of 
HIV/AIDS among men who have sex with men (MSM) in Central America. During the daylong summit at L.A. City Hall, APLA 
released “No Más en El Tintero,” a groundbreaking new Spanish-language collection of strategies to reduce rates of HIV 
infection among MSM in the region.

August: The Global Forum on MSM & HIV (MSMGF) hosted “The Invisible Men,” a two-day pre-conference satellite to the 2008 International AIDS Conference in Mexico City. Participants shared 
effective HIV prevention strategies and highlighted the urgency of the global HIV epidemic among MSM. The event featured an address by Dr. Peter Piot, executive director of UNAIDS. MSMGF, 
a global network that organizes a worldwide response to the global AIDS crisis among MSM, is housed and staffed at APLA. 

 December: APLA partnered with AIDS Relief Fund for China to complete a first round of Heart Talk support groups, a series of weekly meetings aimed to build social networks and foster 
positive self-identity—key factors in reducing HIV risk—among MSM in 20 Chinese cities.  

Highlights —APLA client Ricardo Martinez, who accompanied APLA staff 
to the U.S. Capitol in April 2008 to advocate for increased 
federal funding to fight the domestic AIDS epidemic.

apla Client:  
Ricardo Martinez

	 Since 1983, when people living with HIV/AIDS first articulated our de-
mand for inclusion in “every level of decision-making”–in the Denver Principles–advocacy has been at 
the core of the AIDS movement. At APLA, we work vigorously at every level–from City Hall to Congress 
and beyond our borders–to develop sound policies and effective HIV/AIDS programs that save lives.

Advocacy

Advocacy  at APLA:   State and Local Policy | Federal Policy | Global Policy | “In the Loop” Online Action Network

Global partnerships:   Latin America | China | India | South Africa

	 The global AIDS epidemic demands 
a powerful response guided by experience and cultural competence. Whether it’s HIV preven-
tion education among women in India or food and nutrition support in South Africa, APLA 
International leverages our more than 25 years of experience to support and implement HIV 
care and prevention programs in some of the world’s hardest hit regions.

International Work



***Flashback: The Hotline
In 1982, APLA’s four founders–Nancy Cole Sawaya, Matt Redman, Ervin Munro and Max Drew—attended an emergency meeting to confront GRID  
(Gay-Related Immunodeficiency Disease)–which would later be termed AIDS. From that meeting, APLA’s first client service was launched. APLA’s 
telephone hotline, housed in a closet, was staffed by volunteers who read from a one-page fact sheet to calm a panicked community.

Our 2008 Donors

Client Services by the Numbers (2008) 

125,000  
free bags of groceries  

were distributed  
through our countywide  

food pantry network

10,000 
dental procedures were 
performed at our state- 

of-the-art clinics and  
mobile dental van   

700 housing  
plans were created  
to keep APLA clients  
off the streets and  

in safe shelter 
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Prevention education by the Numbers (2008)

993 gay and  
bisexual youth received 

peer support and safer sex 
education through APLA’s 

Mpowerment program 

116 crystal users or 
their loved ones attended 

APLA support groups to  
confront addiction and learn 

skills to stay healthy   

Residents of   21  
countries worldwide 

received copies of APLA’s 
groundbreaking HIV  

prevention publications  

***Flashback: L.A. Cares
The image was unforgettable. An apron-clad, motherly figure admonishes her son, “Don’t forget your rubbers” while clutching a wooden spoon.  
The iconic picture appeared on billboards and in magazine ads as part of APLA’s first major educational campaign, L.A. Cares, launched in 1985. The 
campaign launched APLA’s more than two decades of eye-catching and effective HIV prevention efforts, targeting communities at highest risk. 
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***Flashback: The March
On a Thursday in May of 1983–years before President Ronald Reagan would ever utter the word “AIDS” in public–a crowd of more than 5,000 marched to the Federal 
Building in Westwood. This candlelight vigil was a call for increased federal funding for research into the cause and treatment of AIDS. The event, one of APLA’s first public 
policy actions, would become an annual, international gathering and marked a turning point for grassroots community involvement in the fight against AIDS.

Advocacy by the Numbers (2008)

aPLA Dispatched  16  
action alerts to members  

of “In the Loop,”  
our online grassroots  

advocacy network

APLA coordinated  27 
meetings among people living 
with HIV/AIDS, HIV advocates 
and California legislators’ 

offices during AIDSWatch 2008

   525 e-mails on  
key hiv/aids policy issues 
were generated by Grass-
roots activists and sent  

to legislative leaders
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International Programs by the Numbers (2008)

1500 women in 29 
districts in India completed 

the Mothers’ Voices training, 
an APLA partnership providing 

health education, psycho-
social support and HIV/AIDS 
treatment in Southern India 

500 delegates from 
82 countries attended “The 

Invisible Men,” an international 
conference on HIV and MSM 

organized by the Global 
Forum on MSM & HIV, which is 
housed and staffed at APLA  

100 men in 20 Chinese  
cities participated in Heart 

Talk support groups, part of 
an APLA partnership aimed  
at reducing HIV risk among  

Men who have sex with  
men in China
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TOP 20 
AIDS WALKERS
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TOP 20 AIDS 
WALK TEAMS
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TOP 20 AIDS
MARATHONERS
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WALK. RUN.
FIGHT AIDS



APLA and APLA Dental Services
Consolidated Statement of Financial Position
As of June 30, 2008 

For a complete copy of financial statements audited by  
Green Hasson & Janks LLP, please visit apla.org.

APLA and APLA Dental Services
Consolidated Statement of Activities
For the year ending June 30, 2008 

AIDS Project Los Angeles
The David Geffen Center

611 South Kingsley Drive
Los Angeles, CA 90005

Call 213.201.1600    Visit www.apla.org

Assets

Cash and Cash Equivalents	  $  327,247	 $  510,255	 $             -	 $  837,502

Investments	 4,857,274	 -	 261,273	 5,118,547

Accounts Receivable (Net)	 170,380	 -	 -	 170,380

Contributions Receivable (Net)	 83,545	 83,420	 -	 166,965

Grants Receivable	 1,436,764	 -	 -	 1,436,764

Medi-Cal Receivable	 283,966	 -	 -	 283,966

Prepaid Expenses and Other Assets	 634,633	 -	 -	 634,633

Inventory	 182,501	 -	 -	 182,501

Split Interest Agreement	 39,809	 -	 -	 39,809

Property and Equipment (Net)	 778,562	 -	 -	 778,562

Total Assets	 $8,794,681	 $  593,675	 $  261,273	 $9,649,629

 

Liabilities and net assets

Liabilities

Accounts Payable	 $  862,360	 $             -	 $             -	 $  862,360

Accrued Expenses	 329,310	 -	 -	 329,310

Deferred Revenue	 231,781	 -	 -	 231,781

Notes Payable	 519,490	 -	 -	 519,490

Total Liabilities	 1,942,941	 -	 -	 1,942,941

Net Assets

Unrestricted

Undesignated	 5,357,518	 -	 -	 5,357,518

Board Designated	 1,494,222	 -	 -	 1,494,222

Total Unrestricted Net Assets	 6,851,740	 -	 -	 6,851,740

Temporarily Restricted	 -	 593,675	 -	 593,675

Permanently Restricted	 -	 -	 261,273	 261,273

Total Net Assets	 6,851,740	 593,675	 261,273	 7,706,688

Total Liabilities and Net Assets	 $8,794,681	 $  593,675	 $  261,273	 $9,649,629 

Temporarily
Restricted

Permanently
Restricted TotalUnrestricted

Temporarily
Restricted

Permanently
Restricted TotalUnrestricted

Temporarily
Restricted

Permanently
Restricted TotalUnrestrictedRevenue and Support

Fundraising Events	 $6,924,689	 $              -	 $              -	 $6,924,689

Less: Cost of Direct Donor Benefit	 875,808	 -	 -	 875,808

Total Fundraising Events	 6,048,881	 -	 -	 6,048,881

Grants	 6,701,665	 -	 -	 6,701,665

Contributions	 2,195,384	 1,060,214	 -	 3,255,598

Medi-Cal Waiver	 1,050,188	 -	 -	 1,050,188

Contributed Goods and Services	 942,869	 -	 -	 942,869

Dental Income	 150,844	 -	 -	 150,844

Investment Income	 276,409	 -	 -	 276,409

Other Income	 131,000	 -	 -	 131,000

Net Assets Released from Program	 900,886	 (900,886)	 -	 -

Total Revenue and Support	 18,398,126	 159,328	 -	 18,557,454

 

Expenses

Program Services	 13,051,334	 -	 -	 13,051,334

Management and General	 1,465,567	 -	 -	 1,465,567

Fundraising	 3,647,491	 -	 -	 3,647,491

Total Expenses	 18,164,392	 -	 -	 18,164,392

Change in Assets	 233,734	 159,328	 -	 393,062

Net Assets–Beginning of Year	 6,618,006	 434,347	 261,273	 7,313,626

Net Assets–END OF YEAR	 $ 6,851,740	 $    593,675	 $    261,273	 $ 7,706,688

Temporarily
Restricted

Permanently
Restricted TotalUnrestricted
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